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The Wisdom of St Thomas Aquinas

This Friday (28th January) we keep the feast of St
Thomas Aquinas. As a young novice, this saint was
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one of the cleverest men in history.

His greatest work (though he wrote many) was the Summa Theologica
, a sort of compendium of Catholic philosophy and theology which
��!��%� � &� ���� �!$� -����  �$%.� , though it is in fact one of the
masterpieces of Christian thought!

Towards the beginning of his great work, Thomas gives his famous
-��(�� )�+%.� &�$!'��� )����� � +� �'�� � ��� ��� �(� � )�&�!'&� &���
assistance of Divine Revelation, can come to know the existence of
God. The five ways are these:

1. Movement. In the world we see motion , but motion implies a
�!(�$�� � �� '�&���&��+� �� -��$%&� �!(�$.�� &��� $��%! � �!$� ���� �!&�! � ,
and this we call God.

2. Cause. Things in the world are produced by their causes , but these
in turn were produced by their causes, and so on. Ultimately there
�'%&����� �-' ��'%�����'%�.�!$�-��$%&�	�'%�.�, and this we call God.
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, they come into existence, decay and ultimately pass away.
Our whole world, in fact, is contingent. But contingent things demand
as their ultimate explanation a non-contingent, necessary being ,
and this we call God.

4. Perfection. Looking round the world we see that some things
are more perfect than others. But this implies there must be
something which is most perfect, against which everything else is
judged , and this we call God.

5. Order. The universe we see around us is ordered , were it not,
no sort of life could exist. But order implies a Mind, which brings about
the order , and this we call God.

In an age which often opposes faith and reason, St Thomas reminds us
that human learning can and should be in harmony with Divine
Wisdom. The world around us is a gift from God , and the better we
understand it, the nearer to Him we grow.
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���������	��extra events
TODAY ~ Sunday ~ 24th January

1600 Baptism Rehearsal (February)
1730 Confirmation Enrolment
1830 Youth Club Yrs 8 / 9
Monday 25th

�����-�! �%�!���$��%�.��&���)������ �
Baptist Church

1945 Around the World in 18 Musicals
Tuesday 26th

2000 Mothers Prayers - Lady Chapel
Wednesday 27th

1400 Faith in the Family - CC School
1930 Forum Christi - PC1
1930 Marriage Preparation I
Thursday 28th

2000 RCIA / Evangelium - PC3
Friday 29th

1930 Confirmation I - Icebreaker
Saturday 30th

1000 
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Recollection / Renewal

Next Sunday ~ 31st January

Collection for Catholic Education Service
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2nd collection in Aid of

Haiti earthquake victims

The Holy Father is urging the world
to continue to help Haiti after the
recent devastating earthquake.
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this particularly delicate period in
the life of the nation, the
international community offers
concrete gestures and support to
"�!"���� � ����.��
In response to this appeal, we will
have a second collection this
weekend 23 / 24 January.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
(Sat.) 6.00pm Vigil Mass

9.30am Mass
11.30am   Solemn Mass
5.30pm Mass

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday 4th             7 & 10am Mass
Advent Feria, or St John Damascene, 
Priest & Doctor of the Church
Tuesday 5th             7 & 10am Mass
Advent Feria
Wednesday 6th                    10am Mass
Advent Feria, or St Nicholas, Bishop
Thursday 7th          7 & 10am Mass
St Ambrose, Bp & Dr of the Church
Friday 8th                7 & 10am Mass
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  *
Saturday 9th        10am Mass
Advent Feria, or Our Lady, or St 
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

OTHER SERVICES
Rosary:  Monday- Saturday
after the 10am Mass (except Thurs)
Eucharistic Adoration:  Thursdays
from 10am Mass, all day, until 9pm.
CONFESSIONS
Thursday  6.30 - 7.30pm;
Saturdays  10.30 - 11.30 & 5.15 - 5.45.

READINGS AT MASS
Sundays Year B;  Weekdays cycle 1
This Sun: Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1,3-8;  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9;  Mark 13:33-37
M.  Isaiah 2:1-5;  Matthew 8:5-11
T.    Isaiah 11:1-10;  Luke 10:21-24
W.  Isaiah 25:6-10;  Matt 15:29-37
Th. Isaiah 26:1-6;  Matt 7:21,24-27
F.    Gen 3:9-15,20;  Eph 1:3-6,11-12;
       Luke 1:26-38 * Feast Day Readings
S.   Is 30:19-26;  Matt 9:35 - 10:1,6-8
Next Sun:  Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11;
2 Peter 3:8-14;  Mark 1:1-8
2nd Sunday of Advent  (Year B)
ROTAS     Team 1 today; 
Team 2 next Sun 10th December
——————————————————————————————————

COLLECTIONS  last weekend:
 Gift Aid Standing Orders     £ 1,087
+Gift Aid weekly envelopes   £ 502
+Cash  £673 =  Parish total    £ 2,262
Catholic Youth Services      £ 229.86
———————————————————————————————————

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
IN OUR BOOKSHOP 

Please visit and browse for 
all for your Christmas cards, 
cribs, Advent wreaths, etc.

                  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT,  the start of the new 
       Liturgical Year (B).  This should also be the start of a renewed 
       commitment to the faith by all those who follow Christ, our Lord.

                               

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

PARISH MISSION 14th - 29th APRIL 2018 
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-—————-———————————————————————————————————————-—

SENIOR CITIZENS’ TEA PARTY  - organised by Holy Cross 6th Formers and 
our SVP - Wed 6th December at 2.15pm in St Joseph’s Hall.
UCM CAROL SERVICE - Thursday 7th December in our  PC Hall  at 8pm.  
All are invited to this very popular annual event - the perfect start to Christmas!
PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION - Sat 9th Dec, for all who minister at St 
Joseph’s.  Starting with 10am Mass and ending at 3pm.  Please bring a packed lunch.
YOUTH EVENT - Sun 10th Dec after 5.30pm Mass for all young people of Year 9 
& above in the Pastoral Centre, to build on the successful 1st Youth Mission meeting.
ALTAR SERVERS’ OUTING - Next weekend 9 / 10 December we are having 
a  2nd  collection  for  a  Christmas  outing  for  our  loyal  Altar  Servers,  in 
appreciation  of  the  service  they  give  to  God and our  Parish.    We  are  very 
grateful to our long-standing Servers, and welcome our newly trained ones!
A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS  Buy an extra  gift  and bring it  to  Mass  next 
weekend, 9/10 December, 2nd Sunday of Advent, for children who have been 
saved from abortion via the Good Counsel Network, and others in the care of the 
Westminster Catholic Children’s Society.  Attach a label to your wrapped gift, 
indicating age and gender, and leave them at the Pastoral Centre’s drop-off point.  
Your generosity, as in previous years, is greatly valued by these needy ones.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

CHRISTMAS  WEEKEND  MASSES  :  HELP  NEEDED  FOR 
WELCOMING, COLLECTING & STEWARDING!   If you could help at one 
or more of the Masses (Christmas Eve - Sunday 24th, 9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm Vigil 
Mass,  Midnight Mass;  Monday Christmas Day 9.30am or 11.30am) please email 
Katharine Cook at philipcook1@waitrose.com or give your name/phone/email to a 
welcomer.   We are happy to explain what is involved.

OUR  PRE-ADVENT  CHARITY  FAYRE  last  weekend  made  an  amazing 
£1,500!  Our thanks, on behalf of ACN, go to Phil & Rosa Paddon, and their loyal 
group of helpers for making our charity fayre another big success.  Thank you 
also to those who brought donations, and bought items.
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

PILGRIMAGE  TO  FATIMA  led  by  Father  Uche  -  Monday  28th  May  - 
Thursday 31st May.   Package price: £490 per person based on a minimum of 30 
passengers.  Price  includes  Air  Portugal  flights  from  London  Heathrow,  Full 
board accommodation and transfers  in  Portugal.    Supplementary charges  are 
single rooms at £68.00 per person and travel insurance at £27.00.  Booking forms 
are available from the Parish Office and Anne D’Silva (07952 494120).
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK:  Please see overleaf.
 SHRINE LAMPS:  Our Lady:  Peggy Wright RIP  (both lamps)
Sacred Heart:  Liberata Vella’s Intentions;      St Joseph:  For Persecuted Christians   
St Therese / St John Fisher:  Therese Hoey;    St Pius X:  For World Peace 
St Thomas More / St Anthony:  For a Holy & Peaceful Advent   
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Our POPPY APPEAL this year raised £180.88.  Many thanks for your generosity.
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PRAYER & MASS INTENTIONS (and Donors) for December 2017

Sunday 3rd December
Sat. 6pm Augustus Joao & 
Filomena De Jesus RIP  (J Joao)
9.30 Tom & Patsy Paterson 
(J Hill)
11.30 Anne Marie Quinn RIP * 
5.30 People of the Parish

Monday 4th
7. Mrs J Nagle  (S Maharaj)
10. John Wright RIP  (M Wright)

Tuesday 5th
7. Private Intention (Anon)
10. Nora McCabe   (F Marshall)

Wednesday 6th
10. Raimondo Family RIP *

Thursday 7th
7.  Aubrey Radcliffe RIP
(O & A Patton)
10. John White RIP  (M White) 

Friday 8th  
7. Baby Scarlett Ann Valydon 
RIP  (Fernando Family)
10. Betty Booth RIP  
(M Wright)

Saturday 9th 
10. In Loving Memory of Tony 
Matters  (R Matters)

* Foundation Masses

Sunday 10th December
Sat. 6pm   People of the Parish
9.30  Filomena De Jesus Pinto 
RIP  (J Joao)
11.30 John Morgan RIP  
(R & S Antoine)
5.30 Manoel Leite Da Silva RIP
(E Bray)

Monday 11th  7. Mr & Mrs 
L Nagle (S Maharaj)
10.  Alison Jane Stark RIP
(M Stark)

Tuesday 12th  
7 .  John Archbold RIP  (F Doyle) 
10. R Coelho RIP  (T Coelho) 

Wednesday 13th
10. Peggy Wright RIP
(M Wright)

Thursday 14th
7. Gertrude Arbuckle RIP *
10. John Travers RIP  
(S Morrissey)

Friday 15th
7. Ann Collins RIP  *
10. Eddie Boyd RIP  
(R & E Downey)

Saturday 16th 
10. Fran Horton RIP  
(W McCann) 

Sunday 17th December
Sat. 6pm Angelo Cattaneo RIP
(D & J Brick)  
9.30  Francisco Joao RIP  (J Joao)
11.30  People of the Parish
5.30 Alice Carberry RIP  (M Barrett)

Monday 18th  
7. Elizabeth Barnes RIP  *
10. Brien Hoddinot RIP 
(M Gilder)

Tuesday 19th  
7.  Eileen Hughes  (R & E Downey)
10. In Thanksgiving 
(B Vethanayagam)

Wednesday 20th
10.  James Fagan RIP  (T Barnes)

Thursday 21st
7.  Sharon Kelly Kenny RIP
(P Kelly)
10.  Mr D Maharaj RIP  (S Maharaj)

Friday 22nd
7. Noel Fitzsimmons RIP  
(R & E Downey)
10. Aloysius Corrie RIP  (B Corrie)

Saturday 23rd  
10. Eleanor Downey  
(R & E Downey)

Sick and Housebound:   We pray for Sick & Housebound Parishioners during Thursday Eucharistic Adoration.  Holy Communion 
is taken to them weekly by our Extra-ordinary Ministers.  Our Priests visit all the Housebound during Advent and Lent, and at need, for
the Sacraments of Confession and Anointing.  Please tell the Parish Office of anyone who needs visiting by a Priest, or by SVP.
Angela Balogun, Robert & Diana Baty, Peggy Beard, Mike Bennett, Colin Benyon, Delma Bouvier, Geoff Brand, Elizabeth Brennan, William 
Brenninkmeijer, Denis Brick, Margaret Brooks, Andrew Brown, Ernest Budden, Irene Butterworth, Edith Byrne, Noel Byrne, Chris Clark, Mary 
Colleoy, Nancy Connolly, Anne Convey, Eileen Cornwell, Brenda Corrie, Helen Croston, Helena Czerniewicz, Mariam Dinka, Francis Doyle, 
Marie Fahy, Marie Ferguson, Gabriel Finnigan, Josephina Fisher, Tony Fisher, Mary Fitzgerald, Kathleen Foale, Monica Ford, Wendy Ford, 
Antoinette Fowler, Isobel Gaffney, Grace Gnanasakthy, Norrie Golden, Eileen Gregory, James Greigan, Terry Harman, Ann Harvey, John 
Hawkins, Therese Hoey, Angela Humphrey, Donald Inkster, David & Maureen Jacobs, Kathleen Jones, Helen Kaegler, Barbara Keane, Nora 
Keigher, Kay Kennedy, Katherine Kozielski, Ann Lambe, Ethel Larkin, Margaret Leatherbarrow, Cindy-Ann Lim, Ann Linnane, Margaret 
Lumley, Sylvia Lypka, Jenny McCarthy, Frank MacGuiness, Natalie McCloud, Maureen McGloine,, Ellen McNally, Teresa Mahoney, Mary 
Malloy, Anne Manson, Joe Murphy, Dora Nash, Teresa Nelson, Jacqueline Neveu, Michael Ng, Stella Nichollas, Agnes O’Brien, Vincent 
O’Connor, Sadie O’Donovan, Brian O’Gorman, Nancy O’Gorman, John O’Hara, Mary O’Sullivan, Maureen Oliver, Pamela Owens, Rosa 
Paddon, John & Brenda Park, Michael Pearson, Margaret Peralta, Terry Phipps, Tim Quane, Catherine Reynolds, Andrew Rosemeyer,  Liam 
Sammon, Anne Sandford, Carmala Sarvesvaran,, Winifred Sawyer, Diana & Gordon Simpson, Maria Amparo Smith, Mike Stanley, Lilian 
Stephenson, Joan Stevens, Catherine Stewart, Peter Stewart, Anne Sullivan, Nina Sutton, Christine Taylor, Dorothy Toohill, Robert Tolley, Mary 
Waggott, Geraldine Waterhouse, Anna Waterstone, Monica Whelton, Gloria Wheeler, Mary Wheeler, Josefina Wheeler, Colwyn Wittinbaker, 
Andrew Woods, John Woods, and Lindy Wright-Plant. 

December Anniversaries of Death
1 1st Patricia Steptoe, 2nd Hilda Atkins, John Cahill, 3rd Thomas Aspell, Sabah Naeem Jajo, Thomas Smith, 4th George Smithers, Doris 
Snowden, 5th John Tseganoff, Bartholomeo Fenaroli, Clare de Veuve, Nalliah Danabalan, 6th Caroline Bridger, Adelaide Coleman, Doris 
Dunn, Kathleen Tilley, Cyril John White, 7th Francis Hollingberry, Alan Phipps, 8th Lucy Gunnery, Teresa Baumgarten,  9th Norman 
Short, Bridget O'Sullivan , Anthony Matters, Barbara Wilding, 10th Elizabeth Clark, Gladys Dobson, Maria Pither, Alison Jane Stark, 
Neville de Kretser, Lily Hughes, Odile Warrington, 11th Claire O’Rourke, 12th Anne McDermott, Annie Eaton, Elise Smith, 13th Joan 
Dooley, Michael Brewer, 14th Elizabeth Heathcote, Frank Martin, Gertrude Arbuckle, Ann Christine Collins, 15th Daisy Gibbs, Lily 
Allport, Derek Croker, Edward Boyd, 16th Jacques Rinaldi, Annie Gourlay, Tony Oliva, 17th Christine Perriam, Clifford Allport, Francis 
Carr, 18th Thomas Sullivan, Patrick Summers, 19th Sophie Hoye, Hugh Byrne, 20th Alexander Braes, Warren Collins, 22nd Hedwig 
Darling, Mary Carr, Aloysius Patrick Corrie, William Craig, 23rd R.J. Smith, William Game, Allan Gourlay, Jean Wendtner, Joseph 
Griffin, 24th Maureen McIlveen, Maria Braganza, 25th Stephen Carr, 26th Joan Foulds, 27th Patrick Kerr, 28th Anne Healey, Finbar 
McCabe, 29th Kathleen Lock, Mary Hill, 30th Anne Kearns, 31st Lily Healy, John Folan.

Please remember especially in  your prayers this month  Eileen Sullivan, Noel Byrne, Pat Ryan & Jennie McCarthy, who all died recently. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let Perpetual Light shine upon them.  May they Rest in Peace.  Amen

Sunday 24th December
Sat. 6pm   Special Intention  
(M Wright)
9.30. People of the Parish
11.30 Agnes’s Special Birthday
(UCM) 
5.30 NB.  Christmas Vigil Mass
Wendy McCann’s Father  
(W McCann) 

Mon 25th  CHRISTMAS DAY     
Midnight.  Joshua Lynagh-
Foday RIP  (Lynagh Family)
9.30. Joanna Nicholson RIP
(J Nicholson)
11.30 Bartholomew & Ellen 
Murphy  (M Eastland)

Tuesday 26th 
NB.  No 7am till Tuesday 2nd Jan
10. Eileen Mulkerins  (A Fursman)

Wednesday 27th
10. Teresa Wright RIP  (M Wright)

Thursday 28th
10. Fullness of Health of Mind & 
Body  (I Okafor)

Friday 29th  
10. Mr & Mrs J 
Hourigan
(M Maharaj)

Saturday 30th   10. Yolanda 


